Sunday, June 28, 2015
12:00 p.m.

PFDE Registration Opens
1:30 p.m.

PFDE Reception (Invitation only)
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

PFDE Orientation
4:00 p.m.

PFDE Session (Invitation only)
4:30 p.m.

Certified Evaluator/Judge Workshop
(Invitation only – PFDE Evaluators)
6:00 p.m.

Student Competition Orientation and Reception

Monday, June 29, 2015

“Looking at the Principles and Elements of Design”
(This program is free to all.)
Featuring Pete Samek AIFD, CFD
Sponsored by the AIFD Membership Committee and the
AIFD Foundation.
As we move through the steps of transitioning
from a floral designer to a floral artist we begin
to look at the “Principles and Elements of
Design” with a new understanding. Putting
these to work for us not only helps to take our
designs to new levels but also allows us to use
the Principles and Elements to increase the
consumer appeal of our work in the process.
Developing a better understanding of how
they work together will help you put them to work.
3:30 p.m.

AIFD Foundation Board of Trustees Meeting
8:00 a.m.

PFDE Evaluations (Evaluators only)
8:00 a.m.

Student Design Competition
(SAIFD student competitors only)
8:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

PFDE and Student Competition Reception
(Open to all. Cash Bar available)
Enjoy a casual time to see and photograph all the creative
designs offered by this year’s PFDE candidates and SAIFD
student competitors. Family and friends of candidates and
competitors are welcome.

Registration Desk Opens

Tuesday, June 30, 2015
8:00 a.m.

AIFD National Board Orientation (Invitation only)
9:00 a.m.

AIFD National Board Meeting

8:00 a.m.

Registration Desk Opens
9:00 a.m.

AIFD National Board Leadership Breakfast
9:00 a.m.

SAIFD Student Chapter Advisors Meeting
12:00 p.m.

AIFD Board of Directors Luncheon (Invitation only)

(Invitation only)
11:00 a.m.

National Committee Meetings
11:00 a.m.

AIFD South Central Board and Chapter Meeting
1:00 p.m.

AIFD National Committee Meetings
3:00 p.m.

AIFD National Committee Meetings
6:00 p.m.

First Timers Orientation and Tour

My AIFD Journey . . .
began with a dream . . .

Thursday, July 2, 2015

Wednesday, July 1, 2015
7:30 a.m.

7:30 a.m.

Registration Desk Opens

Registration Desk opens
7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

7:30 a.m.

Regional Chapter Boards Continental Breakfast
8:00 a.m.

Regional Chapter Board Meetings
10:00 a.m.

Regional Chapter Membership Meetings
11:30 a.m.

AIFD Annual Members Meeting
1:15 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Partners’ EXPO
Step into the colorful and exciting AIFD Partners’ Expo/Book
Fair marketplace and learn the latest products and services
that are available to help you succeed as professional floral
designers.

AIFD Hands-On Classes (additional tuition required)
(4 classes offered – see page 12 for full details)
Coordinated by Brian Vetter AIFD, CFD, PFCI
Class instructors include: Wendy Andrade AIFD, NDSF,
CFD, Sharon McGukin AIFD, CFD, PFCI, Randy Wooten
AIFD, CFD and Kevin Ylvisaker AIFD, CFD, PFCI
Brand new to AIFD National Symposium are these
amazing hands-on learning experiences. Designed
for everyone, they are especially great for those
seeking to gain more experience or perhaps looking
to become CFD or AIFD. Registration is limited and
will be offered on a first-come/first-served basis.
9:30 a.m.

Welcome to Denver
9:45 a.m.

“Reflections: AIFD’s Five Decades of Design Excellence”

4:00 p.m.

Induction Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

“The Art of the Journey” (Welcome Reception)
Featuring the floral artistry of Beth O’Reilly AIFD, CFD
Underwritten by AIFD Gold Elite Partner Mayesh
Flower Distributors
This is a symposium kickoff event you won’t
want to miss! Come share the story of your
floral Journey with friends old and new. It's a
fun way to start symposium – complete with a
floral collaborative group design where
everyone is invited to add their unique touch to
create a finished work of floral art. You’ll see
that each designer has their own approach –
but our shared journey is remarkably similar.
10:00 p.m. – 12 midnight

“Journey – Looking Back and Moving Forward.”
Hosted by the AIFD South Central Region
Step back 50 years for a fun look at floristry’s beginnings and
how far we’ve come! 1965 attire is optional and welcome!
Bring Photos of your floral beginnings to share and compare
with others!

Coordinated and Commentated by Ann Jordan AIFD, CFD, AAF
Underwritten through a grant from AIFD Diamond Elite
Partner CalFlowers
Fifty years ago a small group of prestigious
and visionary floral designers had a dream.
That dream was to create a place where the
world’s most creative floral artists could come
together to share ideas, sources & inspiration,
the results of that vision...AIFD & Symposium.
Come take this journey with five members,
each one representing a pivotal decade in
AIFD’s growth & history. Knowing where the
future exists requires a great understanding of where we have
been. We invite you to reminisce, reflect, and celebrate AIFD’s
past with a glimpse of the future!
11:15 a.m.

“Visual Impact: Merchandising in an Online World”
Featuring Chris Norwood AIFD, CFD, PFCI
Underwritten through a grant from AIFD Diamond Elite
Partners Floramart, Garcia Group, Berwick Offray, Fitz Design,
Patrician Candle Artisans Inc., Giftwares Co., Inc., Acolyte
Merchandising creates a flower shop’s distinctive
personality. It makes your shop, in addition to
your online presence, a destination. The importance of creating a spectacular brick-and-mortar
store with displays that inspire you to BUY is
more important than ever. Learn from one of the
country’s most impressive retailers. The practical
How-To’s of creating displays. Learn how to
create engaging vignettes and sale-inspiring
impulse displays and how to choose merchandise that will sell.

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

“Nifty 2B Fifty: An International Salute to AIFD’s 50 Years”
Coordinated by Deborah De La Flor AIFD, CFD, PFCI with
assistance from international AIFD Members
Featuring the beautiful flowers of AIFD Gold Elite Partner
Elite Flowers
Join AIFD Members from around the world as
they start the celebration
by creating
centerpieces for this festive luncheon marking
AIFD’s incredible
fifty years as an
organization. See how creative each country’s
designers are with the same materials – each
adding their own ideas and imagination! Just
walking around the room is like attending a
design seminar!
1:30 p.m.

“Besame Mucho – Kiss Me A Lot”
Featuring the floral artistry of Rocio Silva AIFD, CFD and
José Luis Silva AIFD, CFD
Underwritten through a grant from AIFD Diamond Elite Partner Smithers Oasis
Design inspirations from Mexico. A
rich tapestry of traditions and
colors from our neighbors to the
south. A gift to share with our floral
colleagues from all around the
world! Join us as we journey from
the prehispanic period through
some of our most deeply rooted
cultural celebrations - including the
Festival of Death and a tradition full of joy, color and flowers,
called “The Most Beautiful Women of Xochimilco,” a parade of
colorful boats on the river. Central to all the festivities are
flowers, and they speak a universal language.
3:00 p.m.

“Retail Therapy – Everyday Designs”
Featuring the floral artistry of Lesley Bolden AIFD, CFD and
Anthony Swick AIFD, CFD
Underwritten through a grant from AIFD Platinum Elite
Partner Bloomnet
Just what is everyday
design these days? Milestone occasions like
birthday, anniversary and
baby? Or non-calendar
events like “congratulations”
and “just because”? Join
us as we define, examine
and reinvent what everyday design means in today’s marketplace. How can you
incorporate the latest trends and techniques without losing
customers? What can you learn from the data from your online
presence to increase sales? Take full advantage of this
thoughtful program that includes a short course on designing
everyday arrangements for camera – and learn how to make
your shop more successful.

5:00 p.m.

Private Reception – New Inductees (Invitation only)
6:30 p.m.

Awards/Induction Ceremony
Floral Décor by BJ Dyer AIFD, CFD
Featuring the beautiful floral product provided by AIFD Gold
Elite Partner The Queen’s Flowers
8:00 p.m.

“AIFD: The Gold Standard” -- Induction Dinner
and Dance
Floral Décor by BJ Dyer AIFD, CFD
Featuring the beautiful floral product provided by AIFD Gold
Elite Partner The Queen’s Flowers
To honor AIFD, Induction Night decor will
reflect the traditional color associated with
fiftieth milestones: GOLD! It's a color that is
also linked to excellence. An apt choice for our
group, don't you think? Accenting the warm
metallic hue are fresh flowers in rose tones,
reds, and fuchsias. For Induction, wear gold,
red, or fuchsia, if you've got it!
(IMPORTANT – Remember: pre-seating assignments required for this event. For details, see “Dinner Seating”
information on the registration form.)

Friday, July 3, 2015
7:30 a.m.

Registration Opens
7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

Second Session AIFD Hands-On Classes
4 classes offered (See page 12 for full details –
separate registration tuition required)

My AIFD Journey . . .
is exciting, challenging, enlightening . . .

8:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.

The Talk
An innovative, fast-paced talk show format featuring designers
who have already appeared on the symposium stage. A
chance to gather more details, design insights and motivating
ideas to take home.
9:45 a.m.

“Plants: The Road Less Traveled”
Featuring the artistry of Jenny Thomasson AIFD, CFD
Underwritten in part through grants from Silver Elite Partners
FNGLA and Unlimited Containers, Inc.
Be inspired with unique and trendy applications using plants in our everyday world.
Explore innovative new ways to increase
your sales and diversify your product mix by
designing with organic materials - with modern
artistic style. Learn how you can bring creative
plant design to the next generation of floral
consumers. We are artists! Let’s have some
creative fun with plants as our medium. Who
is ready to get their hands dirty?
11:15 a.m.

“Color”
Featuring AIFD Design Influence Award Winner
John Haines AIFD, CFD and Gretchen Sell
Underwritten through a grant from AIFD Platinum Elite
Partner Design Master color tool, inc.
Color influences 85% of
your customer’s buying
decision. As floral artisans,
being color competent is
essential to your career.
Color speaks without
words yet conveys a story.
The mystery and the
mechanics of it are tightly
intertwined. Do you know how to finesse the messages and
express the terminology to sell the story? We’ll explore the
intricacies and strategies of color used to become versed
interpreters. While many can lay claim to intuitive color ability
this program will help you become empowered knowing the
why behind what you do.

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

“Petaling into the Future”
AIFD Foundation Luncheon and Auctions
Featuring floral decor by Ron Mulray AIFD, CFD with the
assistance of the 2015 AIFD Member Inductees.
Underwritten in part by AIFD Gold Elite Partners Green Point
Nursery and the Hawaiian Tropical Flower Council
To reach a milestone requires vision and
commitment. At the summit, the view is most
often breathtaking. Sharing a moment to
take it all in, without distraction, opens a new
level of opportunity. AIFD is “petaling into the
future” with armfuls of flowers and gifted
members who can see the horizons that are
beyond the summit. The AIFD Foundation,
in a whimsical delight, featuring the talents
of Ron Mulray AIFD with the assistance of the 2015 AIFD
Member Inductees, invites you to join the ride and soar to new
heights. An auction will be included as part of the AIFD
Foundation Luncheon promising a new approach to this event
and inviting you to help "reach the summit and see the
horizons"!
2:15 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

“Destination Holland: A Day With Johan In The
Flower Shop”
Featuring the floral artistry of Johan Huisman of the Netherlands
Underwritten through a grant from AIFD Diamond Elite
Partner Accent Decor
Sit back and experience life in a Dutch flower
shop. No plane trip necessary. Learn how
you can make flowers a way of life in your
business for your customers. Johan will
share his dynamic and practical ideas about
designing, merchandising and selling
flowers. What can you learn from the way
flowers are designed and retailed in the
Netherlands? Johan will share his many
years of retail experience – and practical approach to retail
floristry & design – with a dash of humor. A journey you can
take without ever leaving your seat!

3:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

“Legacy...A Sympathy Tribute of Designs”
Featuring the floral artistry of Susan Ayala AIFD, CFD, PFCI
Underwritten through a grant from AIFD Platinum Elite
Partner Teleflora
Deeply rooted in American culture are
remembrances expressed with flowers floral tributes to those we have known and
admired. This program is a journey into the
styles, influences and evolution of funeral
flowers shown through the spirit and lives of
a few beloved members. Their lasting
impact is the legacy handed down to us,
guiding us through their footprints as we
begin to make our own.

Saturday, July 4, 2015
7:30 a.m.

Registration Desk opens
7:30 a.m.

4:30 p.m. – 5:15 p.m.

The Talk
(Round table with designers from earlier in the day)
An innovative, fast-paced talk show format featuring today’s
stage designers. A chance to gather more details, design
insights and motivating ideas to take home.

Becoming a CFD® and/or a Member of AIFD
Presented by AIFD Membership Committee
Learn the steps to earning an acclaimed professional
designation as a CFD® (Certified Floral Designer) or as a
member of AIFD.

5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m.

Certified Floral Design Evaluator/Judge Testing
Attend this session to complete the last phase of the Certified
Evaluator/Judge certification. Interested AIFD members must
have completed the following requirements: Participate and
complete all three required online workshops and pass the
online test. This is free to all AIFD members. Go to aifd.org for
class information. For additional questions please contact Joyce
Mason-Monheim, AIFD, CFD, PFCI at jmmonheim@yahoo.com
6:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
PFCI Reception (Invitation Only)
Presidential Suite
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Third Session AIFD Hands-On Classes
4 classes offered (See page 12 for full details –
separate registration tuition required)

Open Night to enjoy Denver.

7:30 a.m.

PFCI Rise & Shine 2015: 50 Years of Talking!
Do you love talking about flowers and floral design? Do you
present programs to garden clubs or other professionals?
Then wake up early for this presentation by Professional Floral
Communicators - International. Established in 1965, PFCI is
the service mark of the floral industry's finest floral educators.
To celebrate our 50th anniversary, we gathered a panel of
some of our brightest stars — from our favorite mentors who
inspired us to grow to the new voices of today — to dish their
secrets for overcoming stage jitters, winning the audience and
much more. Reserve your spot today! Contact PFCI at the
Society of American Florists at 800-336-4743, ext. 216;
PFCI@safnow.org or visit safnow.org/pfciataifd. This program
is not included with Symposium registration. Program fee: $50
before June 22; $75 after. PFCI member fee: Complimentary.

My AIFD Journey . . .
is a foundation for education, inspiration, friendship . . .

2:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

“Inspired by the Material”
Coordinated and Commentated by Lisa Weddel AIFD, CFD
and featuring the floral artistry of Justin DeGonia AIFD, CFD,
Ken Senter AIFD, CFD and Brenda Veasman AIFD, CFD
Sponsored by the South Central Regional Chapter of AIFD
Modern floral artists look to expand their
design possibilities by incorporating new, often
abstract, materials. Each material provides
unique challenges that must be overcome, but
once conquered they deliver fascinating
contrast and visual interest to floral
compositions. Journey with three talented
floral artists from the host South Central
Region as they explore and redefine what you
think about wood, metal and acrylic. You won’t believe the
possibilities for your floral art!
10:30 a.m.

“A Beautiful Journey in Flowers”
Featuring the floral artistry of Carol Faris Gordy AIFD, CFD
Underwritten through a grant from AIFD Silver Elite Partner NDI
Where can design take you? This program is
the story of a remarkable journey of one AIFD
member’s life from designer to CEO. From a
modest beginning in retail floristry moving
across country and genres in the world of
flowers and leading to the development of the
most respected fabric floral design company in
the world - Natural Decorations, Inc (NDI).
Learn how NDI forecasts color and design
trends to keep consumers buying floral for their home interiors.
Learn and be inspired to see beyond where you are today into
the world of endless possibilities. You just might discover the
next big thing! You might be surprised!
11:30 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Lunch on your own
1:00 p.m.

“Journey: Down the Wedding Aisle”
Featuring the floral artistry of Katie McCormick-Kharrat AIFD, CFD
and Philip Rice AIFD, CFD
Underwritten through a grant from AIFD Platinum Elite
Partner Syndicate Sales
Floral design is as much a
language as it is an art. It is
the dialogue between a
wedding couple’s aspirations
and a designer’s vision that
will mark the success of any
project. Communication between a designer and a
couple will ignite a relationship inspiring unique and creative designs that reflect their
distinct style. This wedding program is about relationships from
consultation to destination. From the vision to the vows, come
with us on our journey down the aisle.

“SUDACHI”
Featuring the floral artistry of Yoshimi Nakayama from Japan
Assisted by Kiko Zimmerman
Underwritten through a grant from AIFD Platinum Elite
Partner FTD
In Japanese, “Su” means nest and “dachi
means taking off. Every designer ventures off
on their own unique journey once they reach a
level of competency. The trick to having a long
career is to continue to grow as an artist no
matter if you’ve been designing one year or
thirty years. Travel to the East to explore some
exciting new design ideas from an awardwinning Japanese floral artist. Discover that
studying design never ends – simple shapes, lines and forms
have endless possibilities, limited only by the imagination.
3:30 p.m.

Inspiration Awaits You
Your floral design journey continues..plan a future stop next
July 2-7, 2016 when AIFD’s National Symposium “Inspiration”
will elevate you once again in Anaheim (OC) California.
6:30 p.m.

Gala Cocktail Reception
7:15 p.m. – 11 p.m.

“Destiny: A Journey With Flowers” -Leadership Gala
Featuring the floral artistry of Gerry Toh AIFD, CFD
Floral Décor sponsored in part by Silver Elite Partner
FlowerBuyer.com
Our journey is guided by the powers of destiny.
As artists we all feel the pull to be part of a
creative community. Being here at this time is
something that seemingly has been decided
beforehand. As “Journey" draws to a close,
join AIFD President Tim Farrell and the
volunteer leaders of AIFD in celebrating this
golden year of AIFD. Experience elegance in
the Grand Ballroom as we pay tribute to those
who have participated and contributed to the success of AIFD,
and toast those who will continue their service. Reflect back
on all of the amazing experiences that have been part of your
floral Journey. (IMPORTANT – Remember: pre-seating
assignments required for this event. For details, see “Dinner
Seating” information on the registration form.)
11:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m.

Hospitality – hosted by AIFD South West Regional Chapter

Sunday, July 5, 2015
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

AIFD Foundation Design Experience
“Up Close and Personal with Johan Huisman”
Featuring Johan Huisman
The AIFD Foundation Design Experience is an Optional
Registration. An Additional Fee is Required.
For years, the AIFD Foundation has been
known for offering a Hands-On Workshop the
day following AIFD National Symposium. To
lead into the 50th Celebration of AIFD, the AIFD
Foundation reached out to offer something new
and exciting. The AIFD Foundation Design
Experience, featuring the brilliance of Johan
Huisman, is an educational experience with an
“Up-Close-and-Personal” approach. As one of
Europe's leading floral artists, Johan will excite all who attend
with his style and incredible knowledge. He will share the latest
in European floral trends and techniques. Plan now to register
today for the complete experience.
The morning session scheduled from 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM will
feature a unique approach to the hand-tied bouquet. This
hottest of trends is stronger than ever before. Johan will
demonstrate the European techniques and design elements
that set his exquisite bouquets apart from the rest. With the
knowledge shared as a part of this experience, you will
impress your customers and watch profits soar.
Lunch will be on your own giving you time shared with friends
before returning to the afternoon session.
The afternoon session is not to be missed! From 1:00 PM –
3:00 PM experience up close and personal education from
Johan Huisman. He will demonstrate and carefully explain the
latest design styles that are currently being sold on the
European markets as well as the techniques that enable the
style. Time has been set aside for questions to insure a true
understanding of the concepts behind his creative floral
designs. This AIFD Foundation Design Experience is an
incredible opportunity to expand your floral knowledge while
helping to support the AIFD Foundation.
Registration is $125.00 for a full day of incredible knowledge
or you can register for either single session for $85.00.
Please see the AIFD Registration Form to register for this
and all AIFD Symposium Events.
Limited Registration accepted for this design experience.

HAVE YOU JOINED THE 50TH CLUB?
The AIFD Foundation invites you to join the 50th Club in
celebration and in recognition of the 50th Anniversary of
the American Institute of Floral Designers.
50 donations of $500.00 and 500 donations of $50.00 will
establish a fund in the amount of $50,000.00. The 50th
Club Fund will provide support for an educational event
for each of the six Regional Chapters of AIFD in an effort
to give back to the grassroots of where AIFD and the
AIFD Foundation started.
To make a contribution please visit aifdfoundation.org

AIFD FOUNDATION SILENT AUCTION
We invite you to help the AIFD Foundation "soar to
new heights" with support of the AIFD Foundation
Silent Auction! Chair Tony Huffman invites the
members of AIFD and AIFD Partners to contribute to
the success of this event. Please bring your items
directly to symposium.
If prior shipment to symposium is required please label
AIFD FOUNDATION SILENT AUCTION and ship to
arrive between Friday, May 15, 2015 and Thursday,
June 25, 2015 to:
AIFD FOUNDATION SILENT AUCTION
BJ Dyer AIFD
c/o Bouquets
1525 15th Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

My AIFD Journey . . .
innovation, dedication, accreditation . . .

